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Enforcing Foreign Judgments in Bangladesh

1 Infroduction
The enforcement of foreign judgments has consequently risen as a crucial concern, essential for
upholding the rule of low and ensuring access to justice. Bangladesh, a nation experiencing

economic growth in South Asia, has encountered a surge in cross-border fransactions and disputes.

2 Legal Framework for Enforcing Foreign Judgments

Bangladesh lacks specific legislation addressing the enforcement of foreign judgments. Instead, the
process is guided by the Code of Civil Procedure (CPC), 1908, and the Foreign Judgments
(Reciprocal Enforcement) Act, 1933.

According to Civil Procedure Code 44A, foreign judgments can be recognized and enforced in
Bangladesh under certain conditions. However, this requirement requires mutual agreements with
the countries concerned, and these agreements are rarely concluded. Japan, Singapore, etc. have

also not concluded the agreement.
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The court examines whether the judgment meets the criteria specified in section 13 before
proceeding with execution. As per the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908, foreign judgments are
presumed to be final in Bangladesh if they are pronounced by a competent court.

For the enforceability of a foreign judgment that is not valid under Civil Procedure Code 44A, a

reciprocal agreement with the concerned state is necessary.

The Code of Civil Procedure, 1908( ACT NO. V OF 1908 )

When foreign judgment not conclusive.

13. A foreign judgment shall be conclusive as to any matter thereby directly adjudicated
upon between the same parties or between parties under whom they or any of them
claim litigating under the same fitle except-

(a) where it has not been pronounced by a Court of competent jurisdiction;

(b) where it has not been given on the merits of the case;

(c) where it appears on the face of the proceedings to be founded on anincorrect view
of infernational law or a refusal to recognise the law of Bangladesh in cases in which
such law is applicable;

(d) where the proceedings in which the judgment was obtained are opposed to natural
justice;

(e) where it has been obtained by fraud;

(f) where it sustains a claim founded on a breach of any law in force in Bangladesh.

Presumption as to foreign judgments.

14. The Court shall presume, upon the production of any document purporting to be a
certified copy of a foreign judgment, that such judgment was pronounced by a Court
of competent jurisdiction, unless the contrary appears on the record; but such
presumption may be displaced by proving want of jurisdiction.

44A.

(1) Where a certified copy of a decree of any of the superior Courts of any
reciprocating territory has been filed in a District Court, the decree may be executed
in Bangladesh as if it had been passed by the District Court

3 Problem in Enforcing Foreign Judgments

Despite the existing legal framework, several challenges impede the enforcement of foreign
judgments in Bangladesh. These challenges include an outdated and unclear legal framework,
practical difficulties marred by delays and corruption, the absence of specialized courts, and a lack
of legal awareness among individuals and businesses.

In Bangladesh, there are more than 4 million cases in arrears at the district court stage, which is

becoming a problem.
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Changes in life during Ramadan

Daily life during Ramadan of Sadam, who is in charge of translation and administration at our office

is as flows.

1. Wake up time

We gradually fend to wake up later because we eat late at night and go back to sleep.

2. Bedtime

Our bedtime gradually tend to get earlier (around 10:30pm).

3. Company working hours

We work an hour shorter than usual. (for example, Banks, from 9:00 to 16:00, usually it is 2:00-17:00).
4, Situation in Dhaka city

People rush to home after work in the evening because they want to go home to break their fast
with their families. The roadsides are lined with many small shops selling iftar and fasting meails.
During the day, restaurants are closed or covered in curtains and clothing. However, in many areas
they may open, albeit in small numbers.

It is stipulated in religion that if they donate during Ramadan, they will accumulate high virtues.
Because of this, people donate more, and as a result, the poor and beggars are more likely to ask

for more donations.
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Everyone is rushing to home and shopping increases during this fime, so traffic jams tend to get worse.

(This content is based on interviews and the opinions and experiences of specific individuals, and is

not the result of academic research.)
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updates on Legislations in January 2024 & February 2024 (21 February to 12
March)

Official Extraordinary Gazette Notification and other Circulars

Issue
Date Title Issuing Ministry
18-Feb | Number-04.00.0000.611.06.001.24.43. --the formation of a "Technical Cabinet Division
Committee' to regularly monitor the progress of the implementation of Rooppur
Nuclear Power Plant, review the project related and technical matters and give
decision.
18-Feb | Number-04.00.0000.611.06.001. 24.42. Formation of 'National Committee for | Cabinet Division
Monitoring and Providing Guidelines for Proper Implementation of Rooppur
Nuclear Power Project'.
18-Feb | Number-04.00.0000.611.06.001.24.40. Cabinet Division
Formation of Food Planning and Monitoring Committee (FPMC).
18-Feb | Number. 40.00.0000.024.The 22.023.18-02. - Reconstitution of "Upazila Child | Ministry of Labour
Labour Monitoring Committee (UCLMC)" and Employment
18-Feb | No. 40.00.0000.043.22.001.21-01.--Reconstitution of District Child Labour Ministry of Labour
Monitoring Committee (DCLMC). and Employment
18-Feb | No. 40.00.0000.043.24.001.21-03.—Reconstitution of Divisional Child Labour | Ministry of Labour
Welfare Council (DCLWC) Committee. and Employment
20-Feb | No. 26.00.0000.100.42.029.20.07.--‘Regarding the declaration of 'Handicraft Ministry of
Products-2024' Commerce
20-Feb | S. R. O. No. 24-Act/2024/04/Customs. Amendment of Rapid Release and National Board of
disposal of Perishable Products Rules, 2021 Revenue (NBR)
25-Feb | S. R. O No. 40-Act/2024, Amendment of S. R. O No.14.Act/2023-Re- Ministry of Power,
determination of energy price. Energy and Mineral
Resources
29-Feb | S. R.O. No. 41-Law/2024. Re-determination of the bulk price of electricity. Ministry of Power,
Energy and Mineral
Resources
29-Feb | S. R.O. No. 42-Law/2024. Reconciliation of Electricity Price by PGCB Ministry of Power,
Energy and Mineral
Resources
29-Feb | S. R. O. No. 43 Act/2024. Re-distribution of retail electricity price by BPDB, Ministry of Power,
BREB, DESCO, DPDC, WZPDC and NESCL Energy and Mineral
Resources
29-Feb | Automatic Fuel Pricing Guidelines Ministry of Power,
Energy and Mineral
Resources
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02-Mar | Bangladesh National Parliament Bill No 02/2024 — A Bill to govern and National Parliament
regulate offshore banking activities in conformity with the dynamics of the of Bangladesh

contemporary international financial system.
03-Mar | S.R.O. No.-336-Law/2023.--The Bangladesh Energy Regulatory Commission Bangladesh Energy

(Electricity Grid Code) Regulations, 2023. Regulatory
Commission
04-Mar | S. R. O. No. 44-Law/Income Tax-25/2024. Income tax redemption and Ministry of Finance
reduction on the export related income of Individual, Firm and Hindu undivided
Family.
07-Mar | No. 28.00.0000.026.35.001.23.22Bangladesh Petroleum Corporation (BPC) Ministry of Power,

will supply diesel, kerosene, octane and petrol oil refined to Eastern Refinery Energy and Mineral
Limited (ERL) and directly imported/purchased to the marketing companies at | Resources
the price mentioned.

Bangladesh Bank Circular

Issue Title
Date

15-Feb | FEPD Circular No. 06: Currency Swap between Bangladesh Bank and Commercial Banks

18-Feb | BRPD Circular No. 04: Policy on Loan/Investment Write off and Formation of Written off Loan Recovery
Unit and its Functions.

19-Feb | DFIM Circular Letter No. 04: Participation in Universal Pension Scheme.
29-Feb | BRPD Circular Letter No. 11: Interest/Profit Rate of Loan/Investment

29-Feb | DFIM Circular No. 01: Policy on Formation of Board and Responsibilities of Directors of Finance
Companies.

03-Mar | FEOD Circular No. 01: Discontinuation of Submission of Export related Statements to Bangladesh Bank.
05-Mar | DFIM Circular Letter No. 08: Interest/Profit Rate of Deposit and Loan/Lease/Investment.

05-Mar | DOS Circular Letter No. 05: Office time table of the bank companies during the month of Holy Ramadan
of Hijri 1445.

07-Mar | DFIM Circular Letter No. 10: Office time table of the Finance Companies during the month of Holy
Ramadan of Hijri 1445.

07-Mar | DMD Circular Letter No. 03: Time schedule of Bangladesh Government Bill/Bond Auction, Bangladesh
Bank Bill Auction, Repo, ALS, IBLF & EDS Money platform transaction during Ramadan.

10-Mar | FEPD Circular No. 08: Settlement of import and export transactions through counter-trade arrangements
12-Mar | DMD Circular Letter No. 04: Regarding to Implementation of Public Debt Act-2022 in Sanchayapatra.

12-Mar | BRPD Circular No. 06: Identification & finalization of willful defaulters and measures to be taken against
them.
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In Bangladesh, there are six seasons. The new year in the Bengali calendar is on April 14th, and

there are summer (Grisshokal), rainy season (Borshakal), autumn (Shorotkal), winter (Shitkal), frost
season (Hemantakal), and spring (Boshontokal). It's spring now, and although it's a bit hot, with
temperatures exceeding 30 degrees every day, itf's a time of year when the number of

mosquitoes increases. In 2024 year, Ramadan began on the night of March 11th.
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The iinformation in this Newsletter is the information as of 15th February, 2024.
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